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Objective:  To provide a spectrum of counseling services in private practice.
Highlights of Qualifications
· Proven ability to work with people with multi-barriers, fostering a greater level of independence

· Ability to collaborate with clients and professionals to coordinate case management

· Experience instructing adult learners, including those with barriers to learning

· Proven ability to build capacity within organizations and community development

· Responsible for embedding literacy into existing programs

· Certified career development practitioner (CCDP)

· Responsible for investigating and evaluating program eligibility to determine appropriate action

· Able to provide comprehensive transferable skills analysis reports
· Facilitated and implemented return to work initiatives

· Successful use of marketing techniques to develop employment opportunities

· Experience with the cyclic, changeable characteristics of clients with mental health issues

· Accomplished at building pre-employment skills such as stress management, time management and wellness plans

· Excellent networking and marketing techniques resulting in employment opportunities

· Experience supporting students to succeed at school, including course selection, timetables, attendance and study skills

· Counsell and/or support students and their families in the referral process to other agencies on personal and social issues 
Relevant Work Experience
Aboriginal Training Advisor. First Nations Employment Society. 2011-present
As the Aboriginal Training Advisor, I am responsible for assisting clients gain and retain meaningful employment. I am also responsible for implementing and overseeing programs that will lead to employment. This requires collaborating and creating partnerships with other agencies such as our local University. Furthermore, it requires that I be a liaison between the Sechelt Nation to decide upon programs relevant to the Nation and its members. I am also called upon as a mentor from other Sechelt Nation staff.
Owner/Operator. Sue Perry & Associates- Vocational Consulting. 2009-present
I have served as a Vocational Rehabilitation consultant for Orion Health, Great West Life, I.C. B. C., Health Benefits Trust and Vancouver Coastal Health. I have also provided private vocational consulting services to young adults and people with various disabilities. The scope of services provided includes but are not limited to: 

· Initial assessment and transferable skills analysis 

· Life coaching in areas such as time, communication, anger and stress management 

· Working with the client to create realistic back to work action plans

· Assisting with research in retraining options that suit both the insurance company and the client

· Assisting with retraining applications

· Linking, through my network of associates, any necessary resources such as tutors, advisors or counselors

· Referral service to appropriate assessments

· Resume and covering letter writing assistance

· Providing clients with marketing strategies, job search and interviewing skills

· Direct marketing to employers, if necessary
· Two million dollar liability insurance
Instructor. Capilano University, Sechelt BC. 2009 –Present
I developed and instructed a life skills and a personal management skills program in a Career Exploration program for non- traditional students. I took a hand’s on approach and incorporated a wide range of exercises that complimented short lectures. 

Faculty. Capilano University, Sechelt BC 2009-2011.

In partnership with the Sechelt Nation, I was part of an initiative to embed literacy into other programs. In order to do so we developed a wellness workshop on chronic pain and diabetes management. We meet weekly with participants in a support group and shared our stories and a meal. We also prepared digital stories for people to talk about their journeys. Additionally I created a reader friendly manual for the workshop.
First Nations Liaison. Capilano University, Sechelt BC. 2008-present
My role as the First Nations Liaison was to recruit, support and encourage all Aboriginal students on the Sunshine coast to stay in school. At times this required liaising with students, parents, instructors and high schools. I developed a workshop for other instructors to assist them in understanding their First Nations students. I also was trained to teach a ‘Teaching Aboriginal Higher Learners’ to other professionals.

Adult Education Coordinator. Sechelt Nation, Sechelt BC. 2008
As the Adult Education Coordinator, I assisted Sechelt Band members apply for funding for post-secondary education. Once enrolled, I supported member’s to complete their programs of study.

Employment Administrator. Sechelt Nation, Sechelt BC. 2005-2008
In my role as the employment administrator my responsibilities were to provide training to Band members that resulted in employment. Once employed, I was able to provide funding for work gear, drivers licenses or short term training in order to retain employment.


Employment Specialist. BC Center for Ability. Sechelt office. 2004-2005
  
As the employment specialist for BC Center for Ability, I provided support to people with various disabilities to apply for retraining to the provincial government. This meant supporting people to receive documentation through an assessment process, extensive labour market research and assistance with navigating the application process to post-secondary institutions once approved.

Employment Consultant. Open Learning Agency. Sechelt office. 2003-2004
In my role as the employment consultant with the open learning agency, I co-facilitated a mandatory job search program for people on income assistance. This was a 16 week program that developed life skills as well as job search and marketing techniques. I also provided another 16 weeks of weekly follow up with the participants. 

Employment Specialist. Orion Health Service. Sechelt office. 2003- 2005
As the Employment Specialist for OrionHealth Service, I provided pre-employment skills to people with various disabilities in a one on one setting. Topics discussed included stress management, anger management, time and money management disability disclosure to employers and basic computer training. The goal of the program was to improve people’s quality of life by connecting people to other services and encouraging volunteering. 
Employment Counselor. North Shore Employment Services. Sechelt office. 2000-2003
I provided employment related activities such as job search skills, labour market research, direct marketing and job creation with prospective employers for people with a wide variety of disabilities.

Workshops/Certificates
Morning Side Literacy Workshop

TOWES Administrator

Teaching Aboriginal Higher Learners- Train the Trainer

Canoe Journey Life’s Journey-Train the Trainer Life skills Course

Emergency First Aid- St John’s Ambulance

Get that Grant-Proposal writing
Education
Masters of Counseling, University of Calgary, Alberta. Projected convocation is June 2011
Substance Abuse Certificate Program, Justice Institute, Vancouver BC. 2008

BA in Fine Arts-Psychology Major, Athabasca University, Alberta. 2006

Special Education Teacher’s Assistant Certificate, Langara College, Vancouver BC. 1988

Professional Development

Intern Therapist. Sunshine Coast Mental Health and Addictions- Vancouver Coastal Health, Sechelt BC. 2011-2012

During my practicum, I was responsible for initial assessment and diagnosis using the DSM-V, providing one on one counseling, and co-facilitating a self-esteem group. I was also responsible for keeping accurate records and case managing with a team of four other therapists.
Certified Career Development Practitioner (CCDP). BC Career Development Association. 2011
Learning Disabilities Association of BC conference. 2011

As part of a requirement of a grant I received, I presented an amateur video that my students filmed that looked at the connection between physical activity and learning.

Indigenous Adult Higher Learner Association (IHALA) conference. 2007-2011
BC Career Practitioner Conference, 2011
Professional Affiliations
Member of BC Career Practitioners Association. 2011.

Associate member of Vocational Rehabilitation Association. 2011

Board of Directors.  First Nations Employment Society, Vancouver BC. 2005-2008

Executive member of the board of directors for the Coastal Corridor Consortium. Vancouver BC. 2008-2011

Member of the Literacy Council on the Sunshine Coast. 2011
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